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Trump Grand Juror Stirs Uproar by
Hinting at Panel’s Discussions

Forewoman of the special grand jury said charges recommended
Trump says the public comments ‘cast doubt’ on proceedings

Donald Trump Photographer: Andrew Harrer/Bloomberg

By Margaret Newkirk
February 22, 2023, 6:06 PM EST

The foreperson of the special grand jury investigating Donald
Trump’s efforts to overturn Georgia’s election results has
complicated the work of prosecutors with a series of surprisingly
frank media interviews but is unlikely to get any potential cases
thrown out.

Legal experts said the unusual candor about secret proceedings,
while not unlawful, is almost certain to be used by lawyers
defending anyone ultimately charged. 

“It’s an outrageous breach of grand jury confidentiality and
undermines the fairness of the special grand processes,” said
Stanley Brand, a one-time House general counsel who has been
representing several former Trump aides in separate investigations. 

“Her comments on the credibility and truthfulness of named
witnesses may be alleged by anyone charged ultimately to challenge
both the grand jury process and any potential jurors who viewed the
interview,” added Brand, who does not represent anyone in the
Georgia inquiry.

In a series of interviews with news organizations including the
Associated Press, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, NBC and the New
York Times, the jury foreperson, Emily Kohrs, said that the panel’s
still-secret recommendations include indicting more than a dozen
people, even hinting strongly that one of the targets would be
Trump. 

“You are not going to be shocked,” Kohrs told the Times, when
asked whether the Fulton County panel had recommended charging
the former president. “It’s not rocket science.”

READ MORE

Trump Grand Jury Urges DA to Seek Indictments for Perjury

Read Excerpts From Trump Grand Jury’s Report in Georgia

Trump Probe in Georgia Moves to Bring Charges as DOJ Looks On

Barbara McQuade, a former US attorney now at the University of
Michigan’s law school, said that while the foreperson’s public
comments are “highly inappropriate and threaten the integrity of
the investigation,” she did not think the comments would ultimately
harm any prosecution “because of the unique role of the special
grand jury.”

“A separate grand jury will need to consider the evidence and make
any charging decisions, which should cleanse the process of any
taint,” McQuade said.

Kohrs did not return multiple calls and texts for comment.

The special grand jury, which made recommendations on charges
but could not indict, interviewed 75 witnesses over eight months
before submitting its report to the court. Fulton County Superior
Court Judge Robert McBurney released portions of that report last
week, including a recommendation that District Attorney Fani Willis
pursue perjury charges against one or more witnesses. 

McBurney, in a hearing last month, said the grand jurors can’t
discuss their deliberations but aren’t barred from talking about
anything else. In his opinion on releasing the report last week,
though, he said publicizing the names of people recommended for
indictment but not charged could violate their due process rights.

The portions he released didn’t name anyone and included no other
indictment information. A separate grand jury would have to bring
any indictments. A new grand jury has not heard evidence,
according to a person familiar with the matter. 

Trump Charges

In her interview with the Journal-Constitution, Kohrs was reported
to have rolled her eyes and laughed when asked about Trump’s
statement that the partial release of the grand jury’s report
represented “total exoneration.” 

“Did he really say that?” she asked. “Oh, that’s fantastic. That’s
phenomenal. I love it.”

Trump, in a Wednesday post on his Truth Social platform, said
Kohrs is “going around and doing a Media Tour revealing,
incredibly, the Grand Jury’s inner workings & thoughts” and that
“this is not JUSTICE, this is an illegal Kangaroo Court.”

Riah Greathouse, an Atlanta attorney who worked with Willis in the
district attorney’s office, said the grand juror’s comments could
come up in future defense arguments. Lawyers could claim that the
amount of pretrial publicity and information about the special
purpose grand jury’s work was so pervasive and prejudicial that it
would be impossible to seat an impartial jury and have a fair trial.

It’s “extremely rare” for those types of motions to succeed,
Greathouse said, but Kohrs’ decision to go public created an
opportunity.

“At this point, if you’re on the defense, your whole job is to throw
things up and see if it sticks,” he said.

Former federal prosecutor Kevin O’Brien said Kohrs’ remarks won’t
affect any criminal cases because the special grand jury on which
she sat had no power to indict and only made recommendations.

“To the extent Ms. Kohrs’ comments reflect on the proceedings
before the special grand jury, they are irrelevant to Ms. Willis’
charging decisions and any votes by the regular grand jury, which
are the only votes that matter,” he said.

Willis’ probe looked at a range of activities by Trump and his
supporters after the 2020 presidential election, including a call to
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger asking that he find
more votes and the effort to submit an alternative slate of Trump
electors before Congress counted the Electoral College votes.

Lawyers for those alternative electors did not respond to requests
for comment on the grand jury forewoman’s remarks. Neither did
Trump’s Atlanta lawyers. A spokesman for Willis declined to
comment.

— With assistance by David Voreacos, Billy House, Erik Larson and Zoe
Tillman
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Plane Forced to U-Turn Minutes Before
Landing Sends Passengers Back Home

JAL flight with 335 passengers turned back by Fukuoka airport
Plane was then re-routed to Osaka before returning to Tokyo

By Low De Wei and Danny Lee
February 22, 2023, 7:11 PM EST

A Japanese domestic flight turned into a seven-hour ordeal for more
than 300 passengers after narrowly missing a curfew then being
sent on a roundabout route back to is starting point. 

Japan Airlines Co. flight JL331, had been due to leave Tokyo’s Haneda
Airport for the two-hour hop to Fukuoka at 6:30 p.m. local time
Sunday. However, takeoff was delayed for 90 minutes after a last-
minute plane switch, and as the flight approached Fukuoka it
became clear it would just miss the airport’s 10 p.m. cutoff time for
commercial planes — despite earlier expectations it would land with
4 minutes to spare, the airline said in a statement. 

Apple Makes Major Progress on No-Prick
Blood Glucose Tracking for Its Watch

Company hits major milestone in creating blood glucose monitor
Apple disguised work behind a secretive health-care startup

WATCH: Bloomberg’s Mark Gurman discusses Apple’s noninvasive and continuous blood
glucose monitoring. Source: Bloomberg

By Mark Gurman
February 22, 2023, 12:35 PM EST Updated on February 22, 2023, 6:51
PM EST

Apple Inc. has a moonshot-style project underway that dates back to
the Steve Jobs era: noninvasive and continuous blood glucose
monitoring.

The goal of this secret endeavor — dubbed E5 — is to measure how
much glucose is in someone’s body without needing to prick the
skin for blood. After hitting major milestones recently, the company
now believes it could eventually bring glucose monitoring to market,
according to people familiar with the effort.
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